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The generation of multi-domain vertical alignment (VA) is important in order to reduce the dependence of elec-
tro-optical characteristics on viewing angle characteristics. Fringe fields of different intensities are generated by
the control electrode and slit pattern of the pixel electrode on the side of the lower substrate. These fringe fields
are used to generate the multi-domain inside the liquid crystal cell. As the voltage of the control electrode is fixed
and AC voltage is applied to the pixel electrode, domains of different configurations are induced depending on the
(+) or (-) sign of the first frame. Once domains are generated, these remain unchanged for much longer than the
duration time of one frame, even at the pixel voltage of the opposite sign.

Keywords: fringe field; liquid crystal display (LCD); multi-domain; vertical alignment (VA)

1. Introduction

Nowadays many types of liquid crystal (LC) dis-
play modes are used for various applications [1–5].
Multi-domain vertical alignment (VA) is one of these
modes, where multi-domains of different tilted direc-
tions are made inside the LC cell to reduce the
dependence of electro-optical performance on view-
ing angles. Various methods of generating multi-
domains have been reported. Some of these methods
are illustrated in Figure 1, such as using the horizon-
tal electric fringe field, the rib pattern of the geomet-
ric shape or ultraviolet (UV) [6–9]. These methods
are known to be effective for the stable generation
of multi-domains. However, the first and second of
these methods are known to require additional pro-
cesses to make the ITO slit or the rib pattern on
the side of the upper substrate. The UV alignment
method requires multiple UV radiation procedures
to induce the different pretilt angles on the align-
ment layers. When the upper and lower substrates
are attached, these structures may result in different
ratios of domain area if some misalignment between
the substrates occurs.

In this paper, a method for the generation of
multi-domains is investigated using only the fringe
field on the side of the lower substrate. Factors deter-
mining the rotating direction at different positions
inside the LC cell are investigated. As it is neces-
sary to apply alternating current (AC) voltage to
the LC cell to prevent performance degradation, the
behaviour of LC directors under AC driving is anal-
ysed using 2-dimensional simulation of LC directors.
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Figure 1. Examples of various methods for the generation
of multi-domains in VA mode: (a) using the fringe field; (b)
using the rib structure; (c) using UV alignment. Ellipses
and dotted lines represent LC directors and the direction
of the electric field (colour version online).
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1008 H. Hong

2. Theory

LC directors of VA mode with negative dielectric
anisotropy �ε align perpendicular to the direction
of the electric field. If multi-domains are induced
only by the fringe electric field on the side of the
lower substrate, an electric field of strong and weak
intensity should be located alternately . In this case,
the rotating direction of LC directors between the
weak and the strong fringe field would be the same,
and the positions of the weak and strong fringe field
would become the boundaries of the domains [10]
This schematic is illustrated in Figure 2.

The weak fringe field is induced by making a
slit pattern on the pixel indium tin oxide (ITO)
electrode. The strong fringe field is induced by
placing the control electrode below the slit pattern
on the pixel ITO electrode. The difference between
the voltage of the control electrode and the ground
ITO electrode should be larger than the difference
between the voltages of the pixel ITO electrode
and the ground ITO electrode. This relationship is
written as Equation (1),

|Vc − Vg| > |Vp − Vg|. (1)

Vc and Vp represent the voltage applied to the
control electrode and the pixel electrode on the side
of the lower substrate. Vg represents the voltage
applied to the ground electrode on the side of the
upper substrate.
In driving the LC display, AC driving should be
applied to the LC cell to prevent the degradation of
the LC cell. Voltages larger than Vg and smaller than
Vg should be applied successively to the pixel elec-
trode with the same duration of time, as illustrated in
Figure 3. The difference between these voltages and
the ground voltage is the same. These voltages are
represented as (+)Vp and (−)Vp. The duration time
of one frame is represented as T. The frame where the
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Ground
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Pixel
ITO

LC

Strong
field

Weak
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Insulating layer

Figure 2. Schematic of VA LC cell where multi-domains
are generated by the fringe field due to the control electrode
and ITO slit. Ellipses and dotted lines represent LC direc-
tors and the direction of the electric field (colour version
online).
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Figure 3. AC driving scheme where (+)Vp and (–)Vp are
alternatively applied to the pixel electrode while the ground
voltage V g remains constant. Horizontal axis represents
the time. T represents the duration time where voltage of
(+) or (–) polarity is applied.

pixel voltage is higher or lower than the ground volt-
age is represented as the frame of (+) polarity or (−)
polarity.

If Vc remains a fixed value, Equation (1) will be
satisfied for one polarity of AC driving, but not for
the other. Hence, stable domain generation cannot
be guaranteed. One solution would be to switch the
polarity of the control voltage also in each frame,
in accordance with the polarity of the pixel volt-
age. However, switching of the control voltage would
require additional bus lines, additional capacitance
inside the pixel structure and additional circuitry in
the driving systems [10]. Therefore, the behaviour of
LC directors, and how the domains are generated in
each frame of the different polarities under the control
electrode of constant voltage, are investigated here.

3. Simulation

A commercial 2D LC simulation program (Techwiz
2DTM) was used to investigate the behaviour of LC
directors and domains under electric fields [11]. The
side view of the layout of the LC cell for the simula-
tion is illustrated in Figure 4(a). The horizontal size
and LC cell gap are 120 µm and 4 µm, respectively.
Pixel electrodes are placed on the side of the lower
substrate.

Slit patterns on the pixel electrodes are placed
at positions of 0, 30, 60, 90, and 120 µm. Hence,
pixel electrodes are divided into four regions, sep-
arated by the slit of 6 µm width. The same volt-
age Vp is applied to these divided pixel electrodes.
A control electrode of 10 µm width is placed
below the pixel electrode and overlaps each side
of the pixel electrode by 2 µm. An insulating
layer 0.2 µm thick is placed between the con-
trol electrode and the pixel electrode. The material
parameters of the LC used for the simulation are:
dielectric constant εe = 3.6 and εo =7.8, refractive
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Liquid Crystals 1009

index ne = 1.5587 and no = 1.4765, �n = 0.0822,
elastic constant K11 = 16.7 pN, K22 = 7.3 pN,
K33 = 18.1 pN. The vertical alignment (VA) where
the polar angle of the pretilt is 90◦ is selected as the
alignment condition of LC cell. The periodic bound-
ary condition is used for the horizontal direction.
The fringe field will appear where the pixel electrodes
are divided.

Figure 4(b) illustrates the relationship between
the voltage and normalised transmittance, which is
calculated from a1D cell with the same LC param-
eters and cell gap of 4 µm. From this relationship,
pixel voltages Vp of 2.95, 3.25, 3.9 V are selected.
These voltage levels approximately correspond to
LC states whose normalised transmittances are 25%,
50%, 75%, respectively.

Pixel voltage profile schemes are illustrated in
Figure 5. In TFT (thin film transistor) LCDs, the gate
bus line and data bus line exist inside each pixel, and
the voltage level of the gate bus line remains for most
of the time at a fixed value called Gate-Low-Voltage.

If the control voltage is connected to the gate bus line,
no additional bus line is necessary to apply the volt-
age to the control electrode. So, it is assumed that Vc

is the same as the Gate-Low-Voltage. Voltage Vc is
selected as −10 V, which is approximately the same
voltage as the Gate-Low-Voltage.

To investigate the effect of (+) and (−) polarity
on the generation of the domains, various pixel volt-
age profiles were devised as illustrated in Figure 5.
Figures 5(a) and 5(b) represent the conditions where
constant pixel voltage without polarity change is
applied. Figures 5(c) and 5(d) represent the condi-
tions where pixel voltages of (−) and (+) polarity are
applied successively in alternate frames. The dura-
tion time of each frame is 16 ms, which is slightly
shorter than the duration time of 60 Hz. These pro-
files are used to investigate the importance of the
initial polarity in domain generation, and the stabil-
ity of domains. Figures 5(e) and 5(f) represent the
conditions where pixel voltages of (−) and (+) polar-
ity are applied for a much longer duration than the
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Figure 4. (a) Side view of LC cell layout for 2D LC simulation. Pixel electrodes are divided into four regions, separated by 6 µm.
A control electrode of 10 µm width overlaps each side of the pixel electrode by 2 µm. Horizontal direction is defined as the
x-direction. IS represents the insulation layer between the pixel electrode and the control electrode. (b) Voltage–transmittance
curve of LC cell of mono domain VA (colour version online).
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1010 H. Hong
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Vg

Voltage
Profile A

0 time

(+)Vp

(–)Vp

Vg

(a) (b)

Voltage
Profile D

0
time

(+)Vp

(–)Vp

Vg

1T 2T 3T 4T 5T 6T

Voltage
Profile C

(+)Vp

(–)Vp

Vg

time
0 1T 2T 3T 4T 5T 6T

(c) (d)

Voltage Profile F

(+)Vp

(–)Vp

Vg

0 6T time

Profile E

(+)Vp

(–)Vp

Vg

0 6T time

(e) (f)

Figure 5. Scheme of pixel voltage profiles applied to the pixel electrode. LC directors are initially aligned vertically at zero
voltage. Horizontal and vertical axes represent time and the pixel voltage, respectively. T is 16 ms. V g represents the ground
voltage. (a) (–)Vp is applied. (b) (+)Vp is applied. (c) (–)Vp is applied at the first frame. Then (+)Vp and (–)Vp are applied
successively in the following frames. (d) (+)Vp is applied at the first frame. Then (–)Vp and (+)Vp are applied successively. (e)
(–)Vp is applied for 6T = 96 ms and then (+)Vp is applied. (f) (+)Vp is applied for 6T and then (–)Vp is applied.
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Figure 6. (a) Calculated results of LC director distri-
butions at the time of 96 ms when the driving voltage
profile A of Figure 5 with (–)Vp = –3.25 V is applied.
(b) The schematic domain configuration of the result.
Vertical direction represents the direction of the cell
gap. Horizontal direction represents the plane where the
electrodes are placed. D1 and D2 represent the LC
domain where LC directors are rotated right and left.
Ellipses and curved lines represent LC directors and the
equi-potential lines. Dotted lines represent the domain
boundaries (colour version online).
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Figure 7. (a) Calculated results of LC director distri-
butions at the time of 96 ms when the driving voltage
profile B of Figure 5 with (+)Vp = 3.25 V is applied.
(b) The schematic domain configuration of the result.
Vertical direction represents the direction of the cell gap.
Horizontal direction represents the plane where the elec-
trodes are placed. D1 and D2 represent the LC domain
where LC directors are rotated right and left. Ellipses
and curved lines represent LC directors and the equi-
potential lines. Dotted lines represent the domain bound-
aries (colour version online).
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Liquid Crystals 1011

time period of one frame. These profiles are used to
investigate the stability of domains.

4. Results and analysis

Figures 6, 7 and 8 illustrate the calculated results
when the voltage profiles A and B of Figure
5(a) and 5(b) are applied. Figure 6 illustrates the
result at the time of 96 ms where pixel voltage of
(−)Vp = −3.25 V is applied. Under this driving con-
dition, four domains of right, left, right, left rotating

directions, and of about the same width of 30 µm,
are formed. Domain boundaries are located at the
points of the pixel slits where the fringe field exists.
As the polarity of the pixel voltage and the con-
trol voltage are the same, a strong fringe field is
induced near the control electrode. When the slit
on the pixel electrode is located further away from
the control electrode, this induces a weak fringe
field.

Figure 7 illustrates the result at 96 ms where
a pixel voltage (+)Vp = 3.25 V is applied. Eight
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Figure 8. Calculated polar angles of LC director distributions at the centre of the LC cell under different pixel voltages at
the time of 96 ms. (a) Calculated result when the driving voltage profile A of Figure 5 with (–)Vp = –2.95, –3.25, –3.9 V is
applied. (b) Calculated result when the driving voltage profile B of Figure 5 with (+)Vp = 2.95, 3.25, 3.9 V is applied. Vertical
direction represents the polar angle of LC directors at the centre of the LC cell. Horizontal direction represents the plane where
the electrodes are placed. Numbers on the lower side of each graph represent the values of the pixel voltages (colour version
online).
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Figure 9. Calculated transmittance versus time when (a) the driving voltage profile A of Figure 5 with (–)Vp = –2.95, –3.25,
–3.9 V is applied; (b) the driving voltage profile B of Figure 5 with (+)Vp= 2.95, 3.25, 3.9 V is applied. Vertical direction
represents the transmittance in arbitrary units. Horizontal direction represents the time in ms. Numbers on the upper left side
of each graph represent pixel voltage values.
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1012 H. Hong

domains of around 15 µm width are observed.
Domain boundaries are formed on the slits of the
pixel electrodes as well as between the slits of the
pixel electrodes. The rotating directions at the adja-
cent slits of the pixel electrodes are opposite. This
can be attributed to the fact that the polarity of the
pixel voltage and the control voltage are opposite,
and a strong electric field is not formed. Figures
6(b) and 7(b) illustrate the simplified domain con-
figurations of Figures 6(a) and 7(b). These domain

configurations are represented as type A and type B
throughout the paper.

Figure 8 illustrates the calculated result of LC
directors at the centre of cell gap at the same volt-
age profiles as Figures 6 and 7. In Figure 8, the
slit patterns of the pixel electrode without the con-
trol electrodes are placed at the position of 0, 60,
120 µm. The positions of 0 and 120 are connected by
the periodic boundary conditions. The slit patterns
of the pixel electrode above the control electrodes
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Figure 10. Calculated polar angles of LC directors at the centre of the cell gap when pixel voltages of (+) and (–) polarities
are applied successively, starting from the (–) polarity as described in the voltage profile C of Figure 5. Absolute values of pixel
voltages of each graph are (a) 3.9 V, (b) 3.25 V and (c) 2.95 V. Vertical direction represents the polar angle of LC directors at
the centre of LC cell. Horizontal direction represents the plane where the electrodes are placed. Numbers on the lower side of
each graph represent time (ms).
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Liquid Crystals 1013

are placed at 30 µm and 90 µm. The polar angle
approaches 90◦ near the horizontal position where
the slit patterns are located. A comparison of Figures
6, 7 and 8 shows that polar angle approaches
90◦ around the horizontal positions where domain
boundaries are formed. Hence the polar angle of LC
directors at the centre of the cell gap can be used to
represent the positions of the domain boundaries.

Figures 9(a) and 9(b) illustrate the calculated
result of transmittance after the pixel voltage is
applied. For the pixel voltage of smaller value,
transmittance shows increasing trends for the time of
100 ms. For the pixel voltages of −3.9 V and 3.9 V,

the graph shows that the transmittance reaches sat-
urated value. However, the time required to reach
saturated value is still longer than 16 ms. Therefore,
Figures 9(a) and 9(b) show that LC states do not
reach the stable state at T = 16 ms.

Figure 10 illustrates the calculated polar angle of
LC directors at the centre of the cell when pixel volt-
ages of (+) and (−) polarity are applied successively,
starting from the (−) polarity as described in the volt-
age profile C of Figure 5(c). After the first few frames,
LC directors between the slits of the pixel electrodes
stabilise. LC directors near the slits above the control
electrode fluctuate at each frame as the polarity of
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Figure 11. Calculated polar angles of LC directors at the centre of the cell gap when pixel voltages of (–) and (+) polarities
are applied successively starting from the (+) polarity as described in the voltage profile D of Figure 5. Absolute values of pixel
voltages of each graph are (a) 3.9 V, (b) 3.25 V and (c) 2.95 V. Vertical direction represents the polar angle of LC directors at
the centre of the LC cell. Horizontal direction represents the plane where the electrodes are placed. Numbers on the lower side
of each graph represent time (ms) (colour version online).

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

H
yu

ng
K

i H
on

g]
 a

t 1
8:

23
 1

4 
A

ug
us

t 2
01

1 



1014 H. Hong

the applied voltage changes. Overall domain config-
uration is similar to that of type A, which is formed
when Vp of (−) polarity is applied for times much
longer than one frame, as in Figure 6.

Figure 11 illustrates the calculated polar angle of
LC director at the centre of cell when pixel voltages
of (−) and (+) polarity are applied successively,
starting from the (+) polarity as described in the
voltage profile D of Figure 5(d). LC directors near
the slits above the control electrode fluctuate at each
frame as the polarity of the applied voltage changes.
Overall domain configuration is similar to that of
type B, which is formed when Vp of (+) polarity is
applied for times much longer than one frame, as in
Figure 7.

The calculated results in Figures 10 and 11 show
different domain configurations. The only difference
in the voltage profiles between Figures 10 and 11 is
the polarity of the starting frame. A control volt-
age of fixed value makes the whole driving scheme
unsymmetrical with respect to the ground voltage Vg.
It can be assumed that the initial polarity plays the
crucial role in determining the domain configuration

of type A and B when a control voltage of fixed value
is used to induce the fringe field.

In order to investigate the time that the domain
configuration of type A changes to type B, type
A was generated first by applying the driving volt-
age of (−) polarity for the duration of 6 T. Then
the driving voltage of (+) polarity was applied, and
the change of LC directors observed. The results
for the pixel voltage of 3.25 V are illustrated in
Figure 12(a). The change of LC directors starts near
the control electrode, and progresses to other posi-
tions as time passes. Yet, LC directors far from
the control electrodes are not affected, even when
5 T had passed following the polarity change of
the pixel voltage. The same calculation was done
to investigate the change from type B to type A.
The results are illustrated in Figure 12(b). This
shows that the changes of LC directors progress
from the positions of the control electrode, similar to
Figure 12(a).

These results show that the initial polarity of the
first frame determines the type of domain configu-
ration, and that the transition time between domain
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Figure 12. Calculated polar angles of LC directors at the centre of the cell gap when a pixel voltage of 3.25 V is applied. (a)
(–) polarity is applied for 96 ms and then (+) polarity is applied as describe in the voltage profile E of Figure 5. (b) (+) polarity
is applied for 96 ms and (–) polarity is applied as described in the voltage profile F of Figure 5. Vertical direction represents
the polar angle of LC directors at the centre of the LC cell. Horizontal direction represents the plane where the electrodes are
placed. Numbers on the lower side of each graph represent time (ms) (colour version online).
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Liquid Crystals 1015

configuration of type A and B by the fringe field is
much longer than the duration of one frame.

5. Conclusion

Domain generation by the fringe field induced by
the slit pattern on the pixel electrode and the
control electrodes on the side of the lower sub-
strates are investigated under AC driving, where
pixel voltages of (+) and (−) polarity are alternately
applied.

When a control electrode of fixed voltage value is
placed inside LC cell, the electric field distribution is
no longer symmetrical for the frame of (+) and (−)
polarity. In addition, the polarity of the pixel volt-
age of the first frame determines the two different
domain configurations, even though the pixel volt-
ages of (−) and (+) polarity are repeatedly applied
after the first frame.

In display applications, the generation of the cor-
rect multi-domain configuration is important where
domain boundaries are not located between the slits
of the pixel electrodes. The correct configuration
can be generated by applying a pixel voltage of
(−) polarity to LC directors which are vertically
aligned. Once LC directors are aligned into the cor-
rect multi-domain, this configuration is expected be
subsequently preserved, as the transition time from

one type of domain configuration to the other is
much longer than the duration of one frame.

References

[1] Blinov, L.M; Chigrinov, V.G. Electrooptic Effects in
Liquid Crystal Materials; Springer-Verlag: New York,
1996.

[2] Yeh, P.; Gu, C. Optics of Liquid Crystal Displays; John
Wiley & Sons: Chichester, 1999.

[3] Yang, D.K.; Wu, S.T. Fundamentals of Liquid Crystal
Devices; John Wiley & Sons: Chichester, 2006.

[4] Lu, R.; Zhu, X.; Wu, S.T.; Hong, Q.; Wu, T.X. J.
Display Tech. 2005, 1, 3–14.

[5] Hong, H.K.; Shin, H.H.; Chung, I.J. J. Display Tech.
2007, 3, 361–370.

[6] Takeda, A. ; Kataoka, S.; Sasaki, T.; Chida, H.; Tsuda,
H.; Ohmuro, K.; Sasabayashi, T.; Koike, Y.; Okamoto,
K. Soc. Inform. Display Digest Tech. Papers 1998,
1077–1100.

[7] Lien, A.; Cai, C.; Runes, R.; John, R.; Galligan, A.;
Colgan, E.; Wilson, J. Soc. Inform. Display Digest Tech.
Papers 1998, 1123–1126.

[8] Lee, S.H.; Kim, S.M.; Wu, S.T. J. Soc. Inf. Display 2009,
17, 551–559.

[9] Miyachi, K.; Kobayashi, K.; Yamada, Y.; Mizushima,
S. Soc. Inform. Display Digest Tech. Papers 2011, 579–
582.

[10] Shih, P.S.; Wang, W.H.; Pan. H.L.; Yang, K.H. J. Soc.
Inf. Display 2007, 15, 145–150.

[11] SANAYI System Co., Ltd, http://www.sanayisystem.
com (accessed April 2011).

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

H
yu

ng
K

i H
on

g]
 a

t 1
8:

23
 1

4 
A

ug
us

t 2
01

1 

http://www.sanayisystem.com
http://www.sanayisystem.com



